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BLOOD DONOR EDUCATION MATERIALS
READ THIS BEFORE YOU DONATE!

We know that you would not donate unless you think your blood is safe. However, in order for us to assess all risks that may affect you or a
patient receiving a transfusion, it is essential that you answer each question completely and accurately. If you don’t understand a question,
ask the blood center staff. All information you provide is confidential.

To determine if you are eligible to donate, we will:

. Ask about your health and travel

Ask about medicines you are taking or have taken

Ask about your risk for infections that can be transmitted by blood — especially AIDS and viral hepatitis
Take your blood pressure, temperature and pulse

Take a blood sample to be sure your blood count is acceptable
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WHAT TEST WILL BE PERFORMED ON YOUR BLOOD?

All donated blood is tested for the following:

¢ ABO typing/Rh factor — provides positive verification of blood type

» Blood group antibodies — indicates unexpected antibodies that are a result of prior transfusion, pregnancy or other factors

o Hepatitis B surface antigen — indicates a present infection or carrier state of hepatitis B virus

¢ Antibodies to hepatitis B core — additional test that detects a present or past infection with the hepatitis B virus

¢ Antibodies to hepatitis C virus — indicates antibodies to a virus that causes hepatitis C

¢ Antibodies to HIV-1/2 — indicates antibodies to HIV (the virus which causes AIDS)

« Antibodies to HTLV-1/2 - indicates antibodies to a virus that can cause adult T-cell leukemia & tropic spastic paraparesis

o Serologic Test for Syphilis — screens for syphilis

¢ Nucleic Acid Testing (NAT) —for HCV, HIV, WNV & HBV — extremely sensitive testing which detects the RNA and/or DNA of
hepatitis C, Human Immunodeficiency Virus (AIDS Virus), West Nile Virus (WNV) and Hepatitis B.

¢ Total Serum Cholesterol — as a donor benefit, your blood will be tested for cholesterol and you can check your test results
on our website (www.obi.org, www.txbi.org, www.arkbi.org, www.thegiftoflife.org).
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